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Update October 2020 

 

  

Annual Convention 2021 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Annual 

Convention!  March 12-14, 2021 at Resurrection LBC 

in Camrose.  Featured speaker will be Rev. Dr. Daniel 

Berge, Professor of NT at LB Seminary.   

NEW CLBC WEBSITE!  CHECK IT OUT! 

www.lbcanada.org 

CLBC Office Holders 

President, Jon Overland   revjonoverland@gmail.com  

Vice President, Harold Rust  Harold@RedDeerRiver.ca  

Treasurer, Edwin Rundbraaten  e.rundbraaten@sasktel.net  

Secretary, Anthony Heiraas  aheiraas@telus.net  

Directors:   

• Skip MacArthur  pstrskip@yahoo.ca  

• Clint Knutson pastorclintknutson@gmail.com 

• Gordon Cochrane  ghcochrane@gmail.com  

• Ron Engen  ronalde@nait.ca   

• Bernie Foster  berniefoster0108@gmail.com  

• Dennis Notland  dnotland@netago.ca  

Council of Directors:   

• Jon Overland  (Theological Council) 

• Greg Butler  butler.gregory@gmail.com  

• Dennis Rude  rudehome@xplornet.com  

Lutheran Brethren Seminary Rep.  Clint Knutson 

Youth Director:  Ryan Dittmann  rdittmann@outlook.com  

Women’s Min:  Heather Knutson  heatherandclint@gmail.com  

Bible Camp:   

• Matt Sonnenberg  pastor.matt.sonnenberg@gmail.com  

• Anthony Heiraas 

• Lynn Moen  lynnmoen@sasktel.net   
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Prayer and praise From Our CLBC Family 

Pr. Skip MacArthur (Lorraine) serving Bethany 

Lutheran in Morrin, AB is being treated for cancer. 

Congratulations to Pastor Matt and Rachel 

Sonnenberg (Grace Lutheran, Okotoks) on the birth of 

Linnea, Melissa on August 11!   

                  

Congratulations to Pastor Nick and Brittany Laven 

(Faith Lutheran, Estevan) on the birth of Boedy Gilman 

Laven on August 14! Baptized on Oct 18!  

                               

Prayer and Praise from Our CLBC Family 

From Pastor Bob Hosmer:  “Carol and I are encountering 

people and praying with people in and around Ponoka 

who have expressed some deep spiritual needs and others 

who are just interested because we have become 

friends.  Each have received a copy of the Gospel of John 

with a word of testimony of how the message presented 

there has changed millions of lives including our 

own.  Sometimes we share how God through Christ has 

changed our lives from what it used to be to what it is 

now.  For the most part, when we’ve had a follow-up 

conversation, they have been reading the Gospel.  What 

we give them also includes the plan of salvation and 

highlights in bold all the important passages that relate to 

Christ and our need of Him for salvation.  So praying with 

us that God will lead us in making contact with people 

around us needing Christ would be great. 

From Pastor Jeremy Osterwalder:  “Lord, we praise You 

for the ways You have stirred in our hearts, our families 

and our ministries to both pare us down to what is most 

essential and refocus us on the tasks You are calling us 

to. 

“Lord, grant unity in each of our congregations as each 

one charts the course forward through the challenges of 

meeting together in a time such as this.” 

 



3 
 

From the President’s Desk: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

On behalf of the board of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, Canada, 

we wish to extend our thanks to each of you as you strive to accomplish 

the mission we have been called to.  As all of you are aware, we are still 

in the midst of a pandemic, and this has changed many things as we 

adjust to new normals.  In reflecting on the many changes, I can’t help 

but think of the Words written by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:19, 

where Paul writes, “And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Conversing with the 

different pastors in our churches, I am amazed how each one of you are 

endeavouring to be creative in carrying out the mission of the church.  

Each of our churches are reaching out with the Gospel in new ways, from 

internet messages, to sending out manuscripts of sermons.  All are 

seeking to be light in a shut down world.  The light of the Gospel will not 

be shut down, and God is supplying our needs in Christ Jesus.  I hear 

stories of new people following the live feeds from the churches, people 

who would never darken the doors of the church feeling comfortable 

listening to a sermon on line, to people engaging with Christians 

searching for hope.  To me this is God working through His people to 

minister the Gospel in difficult times.  It is God supplying our every need.  

Also, I am encouraged as I speak with our treasurer Edwin Rundbraaten.  

Edwin has assured me that our people have been giving generously 

through this difficult time. Here again it is God supplying our needs 

through His people.   I want to encourage each one of you as you reach 

out to others, that our strength is in Him who has promised.  He will 

supply, He will encourage, and He will be what we need Him to be, not 

only in the good times, but also in times of a pandemic.  May each of you 

realize the gift we have been given through our sustaining God, who 

holds us in His hands, and may you be encouraged as the message of hope 

shines in a troubled world.        Jon Overland, President, CLBC 

                                                                                                                              

 

 

Introducing LBDI! 

Lutheran Brethren Discipleship Institute is fully 

operational online and available to our churches and any 

individual seeking excellent Biblical training from the 

professors of Lutheran Brethren Seminary and other 

Lutheran Brethren pastors.   

Check out www.lbdiscipleshipinstitute.org 

Looking for a solid, Lutheran, Bible School in 

Canada?  You’ve found it!   

Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute! 

www.clbi.edu  

Is God calling you or someone you know to full-time 

service as a pastor, missionary or other full-time 

vocational ministry?  Check out Lutheran Brethren 

Seminary at www.lbs.edu and Lutheran Brethren  

International Mission at www.LBIM.org    

http://www.lbdiscipleshipinstitute.org/
http://www.clbi.edu/
http://www.lbs.edu/
http://www.lbim.org/
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An Update from The River 

2020 has been quite a year! I am sure each of us could fill pages with our 

stories of Covid-19. Well, I don’t plan to fill more than one page but as 

you will see, much has been happening in Red Deer so far this year. 

Surgery – As soon as the operating room at the Camrose hospital was 

cleared to reopen in May, Joyce was contacted by her surgeon and within 

two months she had two hip replacements. She was home on July 8 to 

start her recovery. We praise God for His answer to the many prayers that 

had been offered over the last few years.  

 

Home – When things shut down in March, we began making more 

frequent trips to Camrose to prepare our house there for sale. We finally 

felt it was ready for the market in September and by October 15, a new 

owner had possession. We are grateful to God for a great realtor and for 

such a quick sale and good price.  

At the same time that the Camrose house went for sale, we were cleaning 

our rental in Red Deer preparing to move into a home in the center of 

town. It already has become a wonderful place to invite friends to come 

for good coffee, fellowship, homework and prayer. 

Friends – Ironically, we have been introduced to many new friends 

during this time of isolation. People are still coming to Red Deer from 

around the world, people like Bikyanga and Naomie (Congo), Dennis and 

Francoise (Rwanda), Glen and Linda (Malawi), and Sesay (Sierra Leone). 

We’ve been able to visit each one and hear their stories and stay 

physically distanced (usually!)  

 

Within our bubble, we’ve been able to host a student, Abby, who is 

finishing her last practicum as a student paramedic. We’ve walked 

alongside some young Christian men, like Lance, with addictions, who 

have a great desire to live in the freedom that Christ can bring.  

A great blessing has been the addition of Isaac and Dene who have moved 

from Camrose to Lacombe (20 min away) to serve as house parents at a 

mentorship home with Youth Unlimited, and Karina who also lives in 

Lacombe and works as social worker in the Blackfalds school. 

Ministries – It has been our goal to refrain from starting programs for 

program’s sake but instead let things develop organically within 

neighbourhoods and relationships. “Covid rules” create a challenge but 

soon a women’s study is about to begin, a men’s breakfast soon will 

restart, a youth pizza night has been considered, Worship at 5:00 on 

Sunday has reopened, and Tuesday morning prayer with community 

leaders has continued right through as well as “Lift Up Red Deer” on 

Tuesday evenings. Many people watch our Face Book Live worship 
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including our families, friends and many of our new friends in Red Deer 

and beyond. We even had the privilege of teaching a week at Wilderness 

Adventure Bible School at Lundbreck, AB, five of our own CLBC students 

there. 

 

Weddings – What would ministry be like if there were no weddings? 

These are unique times and these have been unique weddings but we 

have been blessed to officiate or attend weddings (sometimes virtually) 

for at least 6 Christian couples, while another 4 are yet to come in the 

months ahead. 

Family – Our son, Erik and his wife, Kelsey, continue to live in Calgary. 

They are both working from home and waiting for work to pick up in the 

months ahead. Jenya was with us for the summer and has returned to 

Haiti Children’s Home near Mirebalais, where she teaches the Director’s 

children and assists with the overall program. She will serve there until 

next summer. 

   

Thank you for your prayers, your visits, and your support for Missions to 

Canada within the CLBC.  

God bless you all.  

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Harold, Joyce and Naomi. 
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Financial Update 

THANK YOU for your faithful giving!! 

Give online at www.lbcanada.org  

 

To Date To Date Total Year

Actual Budget Budget

46,951.52 48,750.00 65,000.00

20,368.25 33,750.00 45,000.00

48,553.25 69,000.00 92,000.00

4,854.39 11,250.00 15,000.00

7,884.73 1,875.00 2,500.00

1,771.67 8,250.00 11,000.00

1,250.00 750.00 1,000.00

131,633.81 173,625.00 231,500.00

2,755.91

134,389.72

Unaudited

We pray the needs will be met .

Total

September 30 2020

General Ministries

World Missions

Missions in Canada

L.B. Seminary

Youth Ministries

Scholarships

Bible Camp

Sub Total

Chad Well Project

Check out these pictures from our 2020 CLBC Family Camping 

Event! held July 1-4 at Deer Valley Meadows Camp near Red Deer, 

AB.  See all the pics on the website!  Look for details about our 

2021 Camp coming soon! 

   

 

 

Taiwan Vision Trip 2021 

A Taiwan Vision trip was announced at the Annual 

Convention in March, intended for CLBC pastors to give 

them a better understanding of the gospel work 

happening in Taiwan.   It was planned for February 2021 

with a registration deadline of September 2020.  The trip 

is currently on hold due to covid19.  Updated information 

will be provided as it becomes available.   

Taiwan Vision Trip 2021 

A Taiwan Vision trip was announced at the Annual 

Convention in March, intended for CLBC pastors to give 

them a better understanding of the gospel work 

happening in Taiwan.   It was planned for February 2021 

with a registration deadline of September 2020.  The trip 

is currently on hold due to covid19.  Updated information 

will be provided as it becomes available.    

 

http://www.lbcanada.org/
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